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4 February 1867

Holland, Michigan

At a meeting of the consistory of the First Reformed Church at which Rev. Albertus C. Van
Raalte presided, the pastor read the protest concerning the Free Masons that would be sent to
Second [Hope Reformed] Church. It was unanimously approved. The break-up of a marriage of
a family in the congregation was discussed.
In Dutch; translation by Rev. William and Althea Buursma, 2000.
Original in the records of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of Holland,
vol. H, p. 280.

Page 280

Consistory Meeting of February 4, 1867
Absent: Brothers Labots, de Bruin, Beeuwkes, Oonk, Vork, and Kieft.
ARTICLE I — The meeting was opened with prayer by Rev. A. C. van Raalte.
ARTICLE 2 — The minutes of the previous meeting were read and approved.
ARTICLE 3 — Membership transfers received for Kornelis Dij kema and wife, from
Polkton, dated April 30, 1866; Gradus van Ark from Amsterdam, dated October 2, 1866;
Cornelia Taeke, nee de Spelderhuur, from Grand Haven, dated June 25, 1866.
The president, Rev. van Raalte, reads the protest to the local Second Church concerning
their admission of Masons. This protest was unanimously approved.
ARTICLE 4 — Brother Keppel reports for the committee, appointed to visit Mrs. van
Dijk, as well as her husband. The lady declared that she did not think it possible to live
in peace with her husband and that she was not inclined to do this. Van Dijk himself also
seemed to be less inclined to return as he had previously expressed.
The wife of van Dam also had no desire to return to dwelling with her husband. She
indicated that she feared abuse. Keppel reported as well that he had met with van Dam,
and that he had found excuses for himself and placed the fault upon his wife, just as the
wife had placed the blame upon her husband. In both cases, it was clear that there is no
marital love present on the part of either party, and, very likely, there will be no change
taking place.
The meeting was closed with prayer by Broek.

G. Wakker, clerk

